


Half oppose private schools being able to register as charities

To what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose private schools being able to register as charities?

I Support I Neither I Oppose

Among all

Among 2019 Conservative voters

Among 2019 Labour voters

Base: 2,036 Online British adults aged 18-75, 13 — 18 October 2023, including 2019 Conservative voters (565) and 2019 Labour voters (530)
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Three in five support Labour’s plan to end the VAT exemption offered to private schools

The Labour party is proposing to end the VAT exemption offered to private schools if they win the next election. If private
schools decide to increase school fees as a result, then someone currently paying £15,000 a year per child for school fees
would pay around £18,000 instead. Labour has said this will raise around £1.5 billion a year that can be spent on
improvements to state schools (e.g., non-private schools). However, critics say it will mean some families will be unable to
afford to keep sending their children to private school.

Based on what you know, do you support or oppose Labour’s plan end the VAT exemption offered to private schools?

I Support I Neither I Oppose

Among all

Among 2019 Conservative voters

Among 2019 Labour voters

Base: 2,036 Online British adults aged 18-75, 13 — 18 October 2023, including 2019 Conservative voters (565) and 2019 Labour voters (530)
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Britons largely think
the arguments in
favour of Labour’s
policy to end the VAT
exemption offered to
private schools are
convincing

Below are some arguments in
favour of Labour’s policy to
end the VAT exemption
offered to private schools if
they win the next General
Election.

Please indicate how
convincing, if at all, you find
each argument.

It is not fair to have tax breaks for
schools that only benefit children
of those who are better off

Private schools are businesses and
therefore school fees should not have
been exempt from VAT in the first place

The money raised by charging VAT on private
school fees can be used to help fund extra
teachers and other resources in state schools

Government doesn’t have enough
money generally so it needs to raise
tax revenue however it can

If more well-off parents are forced to send their

children to state schools, pressure from these
parents will help drive up standards in state
education

If fewer students are going to private
school because of higher fees this will
make Britain fairer and more equal
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I Convincing

51%

50%

Base: 2,036 Online British adults aged 18-75,

13 — 18 October 2023

I Unconvincing

74% 19%

73%

19%

72%

22%

36%

40%

39%




Whereas opinion is
more divided on the
arguments against
Labour’s policy to end
VAT exemption for
private schools.

Below are some arguments
against Labour’s policy to
end the VAT exemption
offered to private schools if
they win the next General
Election.

Please indicate how
convincing, if at all, you find
each argument.

This policy will not raise enough money to fix all
the problems in state schools

If fees increase fewer pupils will go to private
school meaning more pressure on the state sector

Labour’s proposal is unfair as it will mean only the
very richest in society will be able to keep sending
their children to private school

Parents that send their children to private school
work hard and sacrifice to do so and it is wrong to
punish them with higher fees

This will mean there is less money for private
schools to spend improving their facilities and the
quality of children’s education

This policy is only being introduced out of jealousy
to punish parents that send their children to
private school
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I Convincing I Unconvincing

49%

45%

37%

35% 54%

25%

Base: 2,036 Online British adults aged 18-75,
13 — 18 October 2023 @




Those with children under 18 are split over whether they would
send their child to a private school if they could afford it

If you personally could afford it, would you send your child to a private school or not?

I Definitely / probably would I Definitely / probably wouldn’t
Among all

Among 2019 Conservative voters

Among 2019 Labour voters

Base: 602 Online British parents with children under 18 years old, 13 — 18 October 2023
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