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When asked which potential Canadian leader would be 
a tough negotiator securing the best deal with 
President Trump, 28% of Canadians chose Pierre 
Poilievre, followed by 23% for Mark Carney. However, 
Poilievre also faces skepticism, as 31% believe he would 
yield to Trump's demands compared to just 6% for 
Carney and 4% for Chrystia Freeland. This paradox 
reflects complex public perceptions, where Poilievre is 
simultaneously seen as both a strong negotiator and a 
potential capitulator.

Moreover, Poilievre and Carney are perceived as 
leaders capable of uniting Canadians for necessary 
changes to reduce dependency on the US, with 27% 
and 24% support, respectively. 

Both are also recognized for their ability to implement 
effective programs to counteract the challenges 
brought by US tariffs. 

Despite these endorsements, a notable percentage of 
Canadians do not align with any leader – current or 
potential -  for these roles, indicating some skepticism 
that any of our leaders are able to deal with the 
uncertainty of a Trump Presidency. 

Chrystia Freeland trails Mark Carney on every positive 
metric, highlighting that public-opinion is solidifying 
around Carney as the person best able to battle 
Poilievre head on. 

WH AT D O  CA NA DI ANS  TH I N K  AB O UT  
TH E I R  N E XT P OT E NT I AL  L E AD E R ?
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Would unite Canadians on the changes and investments required to make us less dependent on the US
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Has the skills to put in place the right government programs to deal with the hardships Canadians will face 
because of the tariffs being imposed by President Trump.
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POILIEVRE AND CARNEY LEAD 
IN DEALING WITH TRUMP, 
YET DOUBTS PERSIST
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About This Study

AB O U T TH E  ST U DY

AB O U T I P SO S

These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between February 21 and 24, 2025, on behalf 
of Global News. For this survey, a sample of 1,000 Canadians aged 18+ was interviewed online. Quotas 
and weighting were employed to ensure that the sample’s composition reflects that of the Canadian 
population according to census parameters. The precision of Ipsos online polls is measured using a 
credibility interval. In this case, the poll is accurate to within ± 3.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, 
had all Canadians aged 18+ been polled. The credibility interval will be wider among subsets of the 
population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of error, including, but not 
limited to coverage error, and measurement error.
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Ipsos is one of the largest market research and polling companies globally, operating in 90 markets and 
employing nearly 20,000 people.

Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique multi-specialist 
capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the actions, opinions and motivations of 
citizens, consumers, patients, customers or employees. Our 75 business solutions are based on primary data 
from our surveys, social media monitoring, and qualitative or observational techniques.

“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarizes our ambition to help our 5,000 clients navigate with confidence our 
rapidly changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has been listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1, 1999. The company is part of 
the SBF 120, Mid-60 indices, STOXX Europe 600 and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement Service (SRD).
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